
January 2012 

Submissions of photos, an-

nouncements and/or articles 

for The Messenger are always 

welcome for consideration.  We 

invite your contributions by the 

10th day of the month prior to 

anne.miller.usa@gmail.com.  

Weõd love to hear from you! 
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DONõT MISS 
ST. MARKõS  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29th  
AT 11:30am 

IN THE PARISH HALL  
 

Potluck luncheon 
Services will be held at 8am and 10am 

There will be no Sunday school  
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T HE   RECTOR õS   WORD   by Rev. Phil LaBelle 

Marta von Loewenfeldt for her devoted leadership of this yearõs Christmas Bazaar. 

Deb Quinones for once again coordinating our Giving Tree outreach. 

Helen Seward for laundering all of our acolytesõ robes. 

 

V IEW   F ROM   T HE   VESTRY   by Marta von Loewenfeldt, Clerk 

At their November meeting, the Vestry: 

Assessed the outcome of St. Markõs first annual Consecration Sunday. 

Reviewed and approved investment recommendations for St. Mark's Smith Barney account. 

Reviewed and approved two outreach donations on behalf of the Bargain Box to support tornado victims in 

western Massachusetts and fuel assistance for the Southborough Food Pantry. 

Outlined the process for nominating new members of the Vestry for the upcoming Annual Meeting. 

On Friday, August 15, 1862, at 3:30pm, a band of people gathered together on Main St. 

in Southborough to lay the corner stone for St. Markõs Church.  The church was founded 

about two years earlier, and this hearty congregation had been meeting at the stone mill, 

which still stands on Deerfoot Road near Main Street, for their services. 

Joseph Burnett and his colleagues had purchased the land to the west of Town Hall and 

gave it to the church with the stipulation that it be òfree to all, with no distinctions as to 

wealth, color, race or station.ó  Those were heady words to hear given that the start of the 

American Civil War was in 1861. 

We have copies of the service booklet used for the service of Laying the Corner-Stone.  It includes this prayer: 

Enlarge the hearts of thy faithful people; that as the Israelites of old offered willingly, so we, re-

membering that our days on earth are but as a shadow, and that there is none abiding, and that all 

things come of Thee, may with perfect hearts offer willingly, each according to his ability, unto Thee 

our Lord and God.  Amen. 

Thatõs an amazing prayer.  Enlarge our hearts, since our lives are but a shadow, and let us offer freely to you of 

what you have given us. 

In this year ahead, as we celebrate 150 years of worshipping at 27 Main Street, that is my prayer for us.  Enlarge 

our hearts.  Let us give willingly to God for the good of this world, making a difference in the short time we are here.   

Imagine if we engaged in more works of outreach here at St. Markõs, allowing our hearts to be enlarged.  Imagine 

if we continued to grow in our desire to willingly offer back to God what has been given to us.  Imagine if we, in rec-

ognizing our days are merely a shadow, centered our lives on the work of bringing Christõs good news to our 

neighbors. 

Thatõs the vision I hope for as we celebrate 150 years in 2012.  That we, like our forebears who gathered on an 

August afternoon so many years ago, dedicate our lives to the spread of the kingdom of God.  That we may, through 

Godõs grace and goodness, make a difference in the lives of so many. 

Phil+ 
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PARISH   B ULLETIN   B OARD  

The 2011 financial 

statements will be 

presented at our 

Annual Meeting on 

January 29th. 

Thanks to the following individuals who are slated to teach 

Session Three:  January-February 
 

Pre-K/Kindergarten:      Cathy Staley and Kathy Kiley 

First/Second:     Michele Hart and Jeanne Poulin  

Third/Fourth:  Tessa Stevens and Andrea Fitzpatrick 

Fifth/Sixth:   Kristin Romine and Brenda Quinn 

S UNDAY   S CHOOL   S CENE  

Sunday Morning Winter Weather  
Cancellations  

In the event of a winter storm that makes 
travel hazardous, the decision may be made to 
cancel worship and Sunday school.  If that is 
the case, an announcement will be sent to 
WCVB-TV (Ch. 5), an alert will be posted via 
email and on our web site, or you can call the 
church office at 508-481-1917 to hear a re-
corded message after  7:00am that Sunday. 

Saturday 

January 7th 

8 - 9am 

in the Parish Hall 

MENõS 

Donôt miss this fun annual event!  All children are 
welcome to ñdig inò to find the three coins in our 

Epiphany cake(s) and become kings/queens for the 
year!  No Sunday school will be held this week. 

Epiphany Party  
January 8th at 9:45am 

St. Markõs Choir 
is pleased to present our annual 

Festival of Lessons & Carols 
a Christmas music tradition 

Sunday, January 1, 2012 
10:00 AM 

Potluck brunch to follow. 

 

 

4:30 to 6pm 

in the 

Parish Hall 

January 8th  

Xbox or Games Night 

 

January 22nd 

Bullying & social media 

 

Friends are always 

welcome!! 
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D IOCESAN   C ONVENTION   by Mark Weiler & Carey Zimmerman 

The 2011 Diocesan Convention was held on Novem-

ber 4th and 5th at St. Paulõs Cathedral in Boston.  Bishop 

Shaw was pleased to report that our diocese is one of 

13 dioceses throughout the US that are experiencing 

growth.  This is exceptional during a time when many 

mainline denominational churches have been on the 

decline.  Bishop Shaw told us we have something really 

special going on within our diocese and much to be 

grateful for. 

There were relatively few legislative matters requiring 

a vote.  One canonical change, which passed with virtu-

ally no debate, transfers oversight of matters pertaining 

to compensation and benefits of lay and clergy employ-

ees from the Commission on Ministry to the Diocesan 

Council.  Only one resolution was presented, which pro-

posed the development of a ministry for the aging in the 

congregations of our diocese, with the intent of estab-

lishing committees raising awareness of the needs of 

the elderly within our congregations and conducting 

needs assessments as well as reporting those needs up 

through each deanery.  The resolution passed in a 

modified form which made it non-compulsory for every 

congregation to form a committee to conduct needs 

assessments or to report those needs up through each 

deanery. 

The convention also bid a very fond farewell to the Rt. 

Rev. Bud Cederholm, who is retiring after 30 years of 

active ordained ministry, including 11 years as bishop 

suffragan. 

Lastly, the convention program included the official 

public launch of the òTogether Nowó $20 million fund-

raising capital campaign for a variety of initiatives build-

ing up congregational life.  The campaign, which has 

already raised $8 million, will direct funding for several 

Mission Hubs where partnering between congregations 

will be energized through some of the dioceseõs most 

successful strategic ministries, such as the Life To-

gether program and B-SAFE. Life Together is an intern-

ship program committed to forming leaders, growing 

communities and having an impact in the world through 

direct service, advocacy, and community organizing.  B-

SAFE is a summer program involving six weeks at six 

sites located in Episcopal churches and ending in an 

optional 5-day, 4-night overnight camp experience at 

the Barbara Harris Camp & Conference Center in New 

Hampshire.  A relatively small portion of the capital 

campaign funding will be directed to renew the Cathe-

dral Church of St. Paul to make it more welcoming, litur-

gically flexible, environmentally responsible, and acces-

sible to all.  To learn more about the campaign, please 

go to http://www.diomass.org/together-now-campaign. 

Questions regarding the convention may be directed 

to either of our 2011 convention delegates: Mark Weiler 

or Carey Zimmerman. 

Answering Godõs Urgent Call.  Together. 

Food Pantry Heat Assistance  
Southboroughõs United Parishes Food Pantry is seeking 

donations to benefit our Heat Emergency Assistance 

Fund.  This fund was established to receive donations for 

the express purpose of providing heat expense relief to 

patrons of the Pantry.  The Pantry is a 501(c)3 charity. 
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L OOKING   B ACK ...  

O UTREACH  

As we begin this new year of 2012, we also commence our celebration of 150 
years as a parish community.  Members of the 150th Anniversary Committee 
have been sifting through the church archives, finding fascinating pieces of his-
torical information left by our predecessors, including copies of their newsletter, 
The Church Chronicle, dating back to the 1890õs. 

Over the course of the coming year, weõll share with you some of the most 
interesting facts and stories as theyõre discovered.  The following is an excerpt 
from The Church Chronicle, June 1891, and explains the origin of our beautiful 
Rose Window. 

òAfter the sermon on Whitsun Day the Rose Window (6 feet 7 inches in diameter) at the west 
end of the nave was unveiled by one of the boys of the Fay School.  It was given in memory of 
Harriet M. Burnett by those boys who had been fortunate enough to be instructed by her for 
the past twenty years.  The design is most beautiful and artistic and is much admired by all.  
The harmony of the soft colours of yellow, blue and white is very pleasing.  In the centre are 
two angels (half figures) one with a harp, the other holding a scroll against a background of 
blue sky, while the whole is encircled with a wreath of Easter lilies.  We congratulate the par-
ish on the possession of such a beautiful window and the firm of Phipps, Slocum & Co. (of 
Boston) on their very successful work.ó 

Our Consecration Sunday in 

November was a tremendous day 

in the life of our parish!  As of this 

printing, we have received 107 

pledges totaling just over $245,000.  Thank you 

so much to all who have pledged of your re-

sources for 2012! 

As we seek to become more missionally minded 

as a parish and live into the story we believe God 

is calling us into, your vestry is beginning the work 

to be good stewards of all our resources and truly 

make a difference in this world by sharing the 

good news of Christ in both word and deed. 

We'll be sharing more about this at our Annual 

Meeting on January 29th.  If you haven't yet made 

an estimate of giving for 2012 and you'd like to, 

please pick up a card during Sunday services, or 

contact the church office. 

THANK  YOU!  

This cheerful group shared their Christmas spirit 
by singing carols for the elderly residents of the 
Westborough Rehabilitation Center, where long -
time parishioner Beverly Baker is convalescing.  
Their visit was very much appreciated!  
(Apologies to Chris Fargiano, last row, at far right, who was inad-
vertently left out of the photo.) 

Youth Group Caroling 2011  
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S T .  MARK õS   PHOTO   A LBUM  

We had another great day of fellowship and fun during our annual Bazaar.  

Together we raised over $7,200 for outreach!  A special note of thanks to 

the many parishioners who helped make the day a success in so many 

different ways!  And a great BIG òthank youó to Marta von Loewenfeldt, 

who led the effort with great deal of passion and enthusiasm! 

Great job everyone! 
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Visit our 
web site 
for more 
photos!  

S T .  MARK õS   PHOTO   A LBUM  


