
October 2011  

Submissions of photos, an-

nouncements and/or articles 

for The Messenger are always 

welcome for consideration.  We 

invite your contributions by the 

10th day of the month prior to 

anne.miller.usa@gmail.com.  

Weõd love to hear from you! 
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Patron Saint of Animals 

In honor of St. Francis, St. Markõs welcomes the return of the 
Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 2 at 9:00am. 
Please turn to page 2 for details. 
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T HE  RECTOR õS  WORD  by Rev. Phil LaBelle 

Sometimes thereõs an uneasiness with parents when they 

come in to talk with me about baptism, especially when 

they havenõt been regular in their church attendance.  I get 

it, of course.  It wasnõt that long ago that I was bleary eyed 

and streamlining caffeine myselfñunintended impacts of 

having a newborn.  For many, getting up on a Sunday to get 

the baby dressed and yourself out the door when both the 

bed and a steaming cup of joe are calling for you, well itõs 

not that hard of a decision (unless, of course, like me, your 

livelihood demands that you get to church). 

About the middle of that conversation I remind them that 

this isnõt just about them and the precious 

new little one in their lives.  As part of our lit-

urgy, I ask the assembled body this question, 

òWill you who witness these vows do all in 

your power to support these persons in their 

life in Christ?ó  The response is a boisterous, 

òWe will!ó 

òCommunity,ó I tell them.  òThe Christian life 

and faith is not merely an individual thing; itõs 

lived out in community.ó  We in the congrega-

tion make a promise as representatives of the 

Body of Christ to support.  To encourage.  To pick them up 

when they are down.  To be there.  And itõs really hard to do 

that work when they arenõt present.  And we need them to 

do the same for us. 

I say these things not to make them feel guilty, but to help 

them realize that I need them in my life as much as they 

need me.  That this place needs them as much as they 

need St. Markõs.  That, in the wise words of Piglet, itõs much 

friendlier with two. 

We cannot be the Body of Christ in isolation. 

While I know the old adage that New Englanders hold onto 

that good fences make good neighbors, I also know that we 

need each other.  And I know even more that many out 

thereñeven here in our communityñare hurting and lonely.  

Some come week in and week out to services and what 

they want more than anything else is a connection with 

someone else.  Sometimes they never get it.  I got a letter 

over the summer from someone who left St. Markõs this 

year for precisely that reason.  After being here a number of 

years, they never experienced a connection and longed for 

that. 

October often sees a spike in suicides among young adults, 

especially at college.  The first exams and papers start 

coming due this month, or the flings that began in late Au-

gust have come to an end.  Most of all, teens 

who had been a significant part of a family unit 

are now feeling alone as they are on their own 

for the first time. 

Will you do all in your power to support these 

persons in their life in Christ? 

Whenever we talk about caring for others during 

trying times in the church world we say òpastoral 

care,ó meaning the one in the collar has to do it.  

Yet we all promise to support one another.  We 

promise to notice.  We make a vow to do all we can.  I can-

not do this work entirely by myself.  We are all the Body of 

Christ. 

I try to explain all this when I sit with parents.  But theyõre 

distracted with the baby whoõs making faces by this time or 

getting fussy or needing a diaper change.  I understand, so 

I try to hurry up to the end of the conversation so they can 

head out and I can get on to the next thing in my day.  I say 

these things to them hoping theyõll hear something of what 

I said. 

And maybe, what I need mostñwhat we all need, is to hear 

them as well. 

Phil+ 

Blessing of the Animals:  October 2 

We remember St. Francis of Assisi on Sunday, October 2nd this year.  Francis 
was known for his love for all the created order, and so in honor of him we take 
time each year to give thanks for our pets and the animals we love. 

At a special outdoor service at 9am, we'll be blessing the animals in our lives, 
including the beloved stuffed animals of our childrenñwho are, as anyone who's 
read The Velveteen Rabbit can tell you, more real than we could ever imagine. 

So come to the 9:00 service with your beloved animals (on a leash or in a carrier, 
please!).  And if it rains, bring them anyway.  We'll move the service into our 
Parish Hall.  There wonõt be any Sunday School on that date to give people ample 

time to return home with their pets.  
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PARISH  B ULLETIN  B OARD   

As often happens during the summer, July and 

August pledge receipts fell well below prior 

months' totals.  Now is the time to play catch-up! 

We are approximately $23,500 short of where 

we would hope to be at this point in the year.  

Your attention to your pledge commitment will be 

greatly appreciated as we approach the last 

quarter of 2011. 

First Communion 
October 30 

9:00am & 10:45am 
There will be a celebration of 
First Communion on Sunday, 
October 30th at both the 
9:00am and 10:45am services. 

October Meetings  
9thñDavisõ Mega Maze, 2pm 

Meet in the church parking lot 
to carpool 

24thñ4:30 - 6pm in the Parish Hall.  

Friends are always welcome! 

ST. MARKõS BARGAIN BOX 
òSPOOKó-TACULAR FALL SEASON!! 

 
Before you spend $20 - $30 a pieceé 

Check out our special  

  

Halloween costume rack 

 
Open Thursdays & Sundays 

from September 29th 

plus Monday, October 10th 

MENõS 

Saturday  

October 1st  
8-9am  

in the  
Parish Hall  

 

Grief, Grace, and Growth 

Dr. Sheila Rheindlõs October 22nd work-

shop exploring grief in its various forms 

will only be held if there are enough par-

ticipants. 

If you are interested, please contact Phil 

LaBelle at 508-481-1917 or 

phil@stmarkssouthborough.org or Mary 

Coogan at mary@ceos.net, today! 

Newcomersô & Membership Series 

If youõd like to join the St. Markõs community as an official 

member, we ask that you participate in a four-week series 

with the rector as you explore what it means to be on a 

spiritual journey and what that looks like as an Episcopalian. 

The series begins October 2, 12 - 1:30pm in the Parish Hall.  Partici-

pants will join with Phil exploring basics around the Christian family 

tree, our spiritual journeys, the Bible, what it means to be an 

Episcopalian and other topics.  To sign up, please email Fr. Phil at 

phil@stmarkssouthborough.org or call 508-481-1917. 

LADIES!! 
Please come to the ECW Christmas Bazaar kickoff meeting on 

Wednesday, October 5th, 7 - 8pm in the Parish Hall.  Help to de-

termine which outreach project the proceeds will support!  Find 

out how you can be involved! 

Make crafts...collect jars and items for the Silent Auction, toy sale, 

and White Elephant...practice that new recipe for the bake sale! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS, this yearõs CHRISTMAS BAZAAR is 

Saturday, December 3, 10AM --2PM 
Any questions, please contact Marta von Loewenfeldt at 

mvonloewenfeldt@verizon.net or 617-913-5814. 
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C ONSECRATION   S UNDAY   IS   C OMING  

When it comes to the financial stewardship of St. 
Markõs church, the subject seems aptly named. 

Once a year, we find ourselves òstewingó about it. 

We examine the proposed church budget, evaluate our 
own economic situations, or assess our intended in-
volvement in St. Markõs, and then we òstewó about what 
amount of financial support, if any, we can commit to. 

Should we give the same or more than last year? 

Should we make a financial commitment to St. Markõs 
at all this year? 

We feel uncomfortable, perhaps even guilty, about mak-
ing the decision.  And we arenõt the only ones òstewingó.  
Clergy òstewó over how best to encourage people to 
give, and vestry members òstewó about making those 
dreaded calls to ask for your money. 

It is a difficult process for everyone. 

The truth is this:  that is not the process that God in-
tended for us in sharing our abundance with the church, 
nor is it what the Bible tells us we should be doing. 

So this year at St. Markõs we are going to do things dif-
ferently.  We are going to take the opportunity to get 
òback to basicsó in our giving approachñfollowing the 
biblical perspective of stewardshipñand in the process 
take the òstewó out of stewardship once and for all. 

What IS the Biblical Perspective on Stewardship? 

If you search the Bible, youõll find it has a few things to 
say about stewardship. 

For one, it says God òrichly provides us with every-
thingó (1Timothy 6:17)  So, while we may not have the 
job we need or the things we want right now, we are 
reminded of the blessings in life we do haveéa roof 
over our heads, our health or our families. 

The Bible also encourages us to embrace the abun-
dance of this life and the eternal life that God bestows 
upon us through his son, Jesus Christ, and respond by 
òsowing bountifullyó and being a òcheerful giveró who 
shares that abundance with others. (2 Corinthians 9:6-8). 

In short, the Bible tells us that our financial giving is not 
about paying the churchõs bills or funding the churchõs 
programs.  Instead, it is way to help each of us grow 
spiritually in our relationship with God.  The Bible calls 
us to truly experience our gratitude and share Godõs 
abundance for us with others in a way that encourages 
us to give, not until it hurts, but until it feels good.  

And that is the true spirit with which God intends us to 
approach stewardship. 

Easy to say, we may think.  But how do we, individually 
and collectively, really get to that place? 

Introducing Consecration Sunday 

To help us embrace the biblical 
and spiritual principles of gener-
ous giving, St. Marks will be intro-
ducing a new stewardship initia-
tive, the New Consecration Sun-
day Stewardship Program, this 
year.  

Fundamental to this program is 
the idea that parishioners are not 
treated like members of a club 
who must pay òduesó to keep the 
church operational, but as followers of Jesus Christ who 
want to give unselfishly as an act of gratitude, disciple-
ship and spiritual growth. 

In short, this program encourages people toward pro-
portionate and systematic giving in response to two 
questions, òWhat are the possibilities for our community 
at St. Markõs that will help me grow spiritually?ó and 
òWhat percentage of my income is God calling me to 
give?ó 

St. Markõs will hold Consecration Sunday on November 
20 th.  During morning worship on that day, we will be 
asking attendees and members to make their financial 
commitments to our churchõs missions and ministries 
both here and around the world. Included in that are 
three current ministries our vestry has identified for ex-
pansion this year: outreach, faith formation for all ages 
and community building. 

All those who attend the Consecration Sunday service 
will be asked to voluntarily complete an Estimate of Giv-
ing Card.  We urge everyone to attend the service, even 
those who feel strongly opposed to completing a card, 
as the procedure is done in such a way that no one 
feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not 
to fill one out.  During the worship service, members will 
make their commitments as an act of worship.  Unlike 
past years, our vestry will not make follow-up phone 
calls after Consecration Sunday to ask people to com-
plete cards. 

Over the next several weeks, you will hear more about 
Consecration Sunday and our plans for a catered lunch-
eon celebration on that day.  Throughout this process, 
we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and encour-
age the commitment of our parish families to attend 
Consecration Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in 
Consecration Sunday events! 

St. Markõs Consecration Sunday Program Team 

Rev. Phil LaBelle 

Mike Miller 

Diane Root 

Mark Weiler 
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O UTREACH ñS T .  MARK õS   G ULFPORT  

S UNDAY  S CHOOL  S CENE  

Pre-K/K:  Jennifer Kane & Cathy Staley 

1st/2nd Grade: Sue Pearl & Monica Ellis 

Third/Fourth Grades: Tessa Stephens & Andrea Fitzpatrick 

Fifth/Sixth Grades: Kirstie Mason & Tanya Bottini 

Youth Forum:  Melissa LaBelle, Scott Richmond, & Peter Poulin 

As needed:  Andrew Staley 

Many thanks to the following individuals 

who volunteered to teach the first session 

of Sunday School at St. Markõs! 

The inscription at right reads: 

Altar   In thanksgiving for the support 

given us by St. Markõs Southborough, MA, 

and by the òSpring Fling,ó sponsored by 

Josh Quinones. 

The New Outdoor Chapel 

St. Markõs Episcopal Church 
Gulfport, Mississippi 

 
You may remember our fundraising 

efforts to help the people of St. Markõs, 

Gulfport, after their parish buildings 

and grounds were completely de-

stroyed by Hurricane Katrina. These 

photos were sent to us by Fr. Bo, rector 

of St. Markõs, so that we could see the 

new outdoor chapel that was built with 

our donations.  A close-up of the 

plaque on the front of the altar is 

shown below. 
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S T . MARK õS  PHOTO  A LBUM  

Nearly 30 children ages 4 - 10 

enjoyed singing, dancing, crafts, 

games, and Bible story skits with 

Pal the Panda and his friends in 

the bamboo forest during 

òPandaMania,ó this yearõs VBS.  

Look for more photos on our 

web site! 

Above:  Ben played his guitar and led everyone in singing favorites like 

òRise and Shineó and òHeõs Got the Whole World in His Hands.ó 

At left:  A 

few of our 

trusted 

VBS crew 

leaders. 

Above:  A proud camper shows off her 

specially created PandaMania scrapbook.  

Each day participants added a page to 

their scrapbooks to remind them of that 

dayõs special message, including òGod 

Loves You,ó God Made You,ó and òGod 

Gives Good Gifts.ó 

 

At right:  This yearõs VBS participants once 

again received a very special visit from 

Lumby the Clown, who shared her puppet 

friends and told stories. 
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S T . MARK õS  PHOTO  A LBUM  

Many thanks to all our 2011 

VBS volunteers:  Gabriela 

Dunn, Jackie Barnes, Abigail 

Barnes, Christian Dunn, Ben 

Fargiano, Marilyn Gilder-

sleeve, Jennifer Kane, Alex 

Kinslow, Ann Kinslow, 

Julianna Kinslow, Melissa 

LaBelle, Phil LaBelle, Libby 

McBride, Anne Miller, Emily 

Miller, Kayla Murphy, Anna 

Stephens, Tessa Stephens, 

and Jody Tiedemann! 

At right:  Sit-

ting in the 

belly of the 

big fish 

(pictured at 

left) just like 

Jonah.   VBS 

volunteer Ann 

Kinslow and 

her helper 

made Bible 

stories come 

to life all week 

long. 

A few from the Koi Crew and their mascots! 
Even the snacks were panda-themed.  These treats were 

created by Gabriela Dunn and her sons, Christian and Lucas. 


