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‘Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 2 at 9:00am

Please turn to page 2 for details




|T HE RECTOR & WORD by Rev. Phil LaBelle

Someti mes thereds an une asthemreieven hereiintolr comaunigiare harting and lonely. h e y
come in to talk with me about baptism, especially when  Some come week in and week out to services and what

t hey havendt been regul ar theywantimere than angthing else isa tohneatiah avithc e .
it, of course. 't wasndt dorheare eldeoIometimaas they ndvex getitl | gota etteb | e ¢
and streamlining caffeine myseffunintended impactsof over the summer from someone
having a newborn. For many, getting up on a Sunday to ggear for precisely that reason. After being here a number of

the baby dressed and yourself out the door when both the years, they never experienced a connection and longed for
bed and a steaming cup of thabe are calling for you, well

Inot Itnat hard of a dech|S|on (unless, orf] cm;]rse like me, YOUIDctober often sees a spike in suicides among young adults,
ivelihood demands that you get to church) especially at college. The first exams and papers start
About the middle of that conversation | remind them that coming due this month, or the flings that began in late Au-
this isndt just about t hem_and gisthave gomeetean ena.sMost of all, teens
new little one in their lives. As part of our lit- 6 who had been a significant part of a family unit
urgy, | ask the assembled body this question, \_ 17" are now feeling alone as they are on their own
OWill you who witnes vios thedirst tirael. | i n

your power to support these persons in their Will you do all in your gower to sugport these

I\ | T e ' n Cl]r lst?6 Th pér ns fh th&irGite M Enfidt=° Y

owe will?!o '
bCommunity.6 | tell Wheé%ver we tilkabout ce}rlngffor otth;rsedurl(r;gh L
and faith is not mer egl mt ; tth one i
l'ived out in communi

? . . o fh rYet Evé‘aﬁ prémisé'd §u§pgr fe another. We
Ion make a promise as representatives or the romise to notice. We make a vow to do all we can. | can-

Body of Christ to support. To encourage. To pick them u
when they are down. To b eCot d%thls Work entlr%y b& myself We are aII thF IFody OL ar c

t hat work when they arend esent. And we need them t
do the same for us. L_try to gXp!aLn ﬁllbtgls \r/\vhe
. . i stracte wi t t he aby whoo
oy hese hnge ol 1 ke he e il ut 2 1l getin sy or neecing a diaper change. | undersiand,

| try to hurry up to the end of the conversation so they can

need me. That this place needs them as much as they
need St . Markbs . That . i headé?lsjt:ndtlcf%r: reté)/\rl1stot nextéh ; r%mydj Isay

friendlier with two. | said.

We cannot be the Body of Christ in isolation. And maybe, what | need moétwhat we all need, is to hear

While | know the old adage that New Englanders hold ontahem as well.
that good fences make good neighbors, | also know that we Phil+
need each other. And | know even more that many out

‘ Blessing of the Animals: October 2 !

Vi

‘\1/ We remember St. Francis of Assisi on Sunday, October 2nd this year. Francis
v was known for his love for all the created order, and so in honor of him we take
v time each year to give thanks for our pets and the animals we love.

v At a special outdoor service at 9am, we'll be blessing the animals in our lives,
v including the beloved stuffed animals of our childreim who are, as anyone who's
v " readThe Velveteen Rabt#tn tell you, more real than we could ever imagine.,

\‘/ So come to the 9:00 service with your beloved animals (on a leash or in a carri
please') And if it rains, bring them anyway. We'll move the service into our
\‘,ParlshHaIIThere wondt be any Sunday Sch at e

v time to return home with their pets. A

\\/ |
I
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October Meetings

9gthi Davi sd Mega
Meet in the church parking lot
to carpool

24thii 4:30- 6pm in the Parish Hall.
Friends are always welcome!
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Grief, Grace, and Growth

Dr. Sheila Rheindl
shop exploring grief in its various forms
will only be held if there are enough par-
ticipants.

If you are interested, please contact Phil
LaBelle at 508481-1917 or
phil@stmarkssouthborough.org or Mary
Coogan at mary@ceos.net, today!

Oo0Do0Do0DOooooooooDooDoooooooaoag

First Communion
October 30
9:00am & 10:45am
There will be a celebration of
First Communion on Sunday,
October 30th at both the
9:00am and 10:45am services
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¢ Please come to theECW Christmas Bazaakickoff meeting on o

q\\. Wednesday, October 5th, 78pm in the Parish Hall Help to de-
a\" termine which outreach project the proceeds will support! Find e‘z
ﬁ“ out how you can be involved! (f.i

'l
Ma z em\. MaRe prafis...collect jars and items for the Silent Auction, toy sale&;

«‘w and White Elephant...practice that new recipe for the bake sale! «N

% *z

ﬁ\\, MARK YOUR CALENDARS, this ygards
& &~

i Saturday, December 3, 10AM  --2PM &

oy Any questions, please contact Marta von Loewenfeldt at %

o~ mvonloewenfeldt@verizon.net or 61:913-5814. o~

oy Yy
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‘Newcomer so & Member s h i~ Ser i
1 f youdd like to join the Mar k
I

-member, we ask that you participate in a fouweek series
: with the rector as you explore what it means to be on a
splrltual journey and what that looks like as an Episcopalian.

iThe series begins October 2, 121:30pm in the Parish Hall. Partici-
I pants will join with Phil exploring basics around the Christian family
I'tree, our spiritual journeys, the Bible, what it means to be an

I Episcopalian and other topics. To sign up, please email Fr. Phil at
I phil@stmarkssouthborough.org or call 56881-1917.

As often happens during the summer, July and

_0‘_’“6_‘“_‘”,?//« August pledge receipts fell well below prior
, K2 months' totals. Now is the time to play catchp!
TT

We are approximately$23,500 short of where

we would hope to be at this point in the year.
Your attention to your pledge commitment will be
greatly appreciated as we approach the last
quarter of 2011.
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ME N O
FELLOWSHIP

Saturday
October 1st
8-9am
in the
Parish Hall

ST. MARKOS BARG4I

0 S P O-DACULAR FALL SEASON! m

ecee

Before you spend $20-$ 3 0
Check out our special

a pi

Open Thursdays & Sundays
from September 29th
plus Monday, October 10th

N




lC ONSECRATION S UNDAY IS C OMING

When it comes to the financial stewardship of St. Introducing Consecration Sunday

Markos church, the subj ec,p§FEMbrac thé diblcal "
Once a year, we find our santspietsal poreiples ofiganer-6

: ivi St. Marks will be intro
We examine the proposed church budget, evaluate our 9YS.9VING, ! be In
own economic situations, or assess our intended in- ducing a new stewardship initia-

vol vement in St. Markos, %v%,ggel\l[eﬁ pﬁgewgon@ug—t\ w h
amount of financial support, if any, we can commit to. yggr ewardship Programis
Should we give the same or more than last year? = . .
undamental to this program is

Should we make a fi nanci atnheide®thanparstiogeistare ho? 0s
at all this year? treated like members of a club
We feel uncomfortable, perhaps even guilty, about mak-Wh o must pay oduesé to keep
ing the decision. And weChdghenpgtonal hutas fgllguers of desus Ghrisswhe ¢ v
Clergy ostewé over how bedYantiogye upsgl W{ﬁa? A G of gadityde, digciple-g
give, and vestry members 99adspPHUAFYHt making those
dreaded calls to ask for your money. In short, this program encourages people toward pro-
It is a difficult process for everyone. portionate and systematic giving in response to two

o _ _ guestions, OWhat are the po:
The truth is this: that isnot the process that God in- at St. Markdés that will hel
tended for us in sharing our abundance with the church,s wh at percentage of my inco
nor is it what the Bible tells us we should be doing. gi ve?o

So this year at St. Markosgt wemMarfrRogOWNGOI tRod® tHhHEE

ferently. We are going to take the opportunity to get 20t During morning worship on that day, we will be

oback to basics 6 ffoliowingdhe g askirg Bt@ndéed dhd rlemisels to make their financial

biblical perspective of stewardshipand inthe process ¢commi t ments t o our churchos

take the oO0Ostewo out of st goMaAdrehidhiodhd tReWerRl. InRltdEd inftiatarea | |
three current ministries our vestry has identified for ex-

What IS the Biblical Perspective on Stewardship? pansion this year: outreach, faith formation for all ages
If you search the Bible, (I@PEITUYYDUANG ¢ has a few th
say about stewardship. All those who attend the Consecration Sunday service

, N ill be asked to voluntarily complete akstimate of Giy-
{: ﬁ |r mT(') gthe ’6'17|SE) wﬁilav%//esma Gr18t?1av otr:eI ¢ :ﬁJ Card RWe Brﬂe'e\iécﬁw t8 éﬁten&’lhet:ts rvick, eved Y -
. (@Tgnothy 6:17) So, € ay € those who feel strongly opposed to completing a card,
job we need or the things we want right now, we are

. ; as.the prgcedure. is done in such a way that.ng on
reminded of the blessingsieddherdofalembataSsménlit hd of $hé hobset e |
over our heads, our health or our families. to fill one out. During the worship service, members will
The Bible also encourages us to embrace the abun- make their commitments as an act of worshipUnlike
dance of this life and the eternal life that God bestows past years, our vestry will not make followp phone
upon us through his son, Jesus Christ, and respond by calls after Consecration Sunday to ask people to com-
osowing bountifullyd and ppleteicayxds. a ocheerful giver o6 wh
shares that abundance with others(2 Corinthians 9:68). Over the next several weeks, you will hear more about

In short, the Bible tells us that our financial giving is not Consecration Sunday and our plans for a catered lunch-
about paying the chur chdseobhcdeledrason onrthatidayn Througlgout this process, u r c
programs Instead, it is way to help each of us grow we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and encour-
spiritually in our relationship with God.The Bible calls  age the commitment of our parish families to attend

us to truly experience o0uConggaeraidn Sundagworstipn d s har e Godos
abundance for us with others in a way that encourages
us to give, not until it hurts, but until it feels good.

Qggrg;ithlssgg\?vgrléihsiglnt with which God intends us to St . Mar kds Consecration St
' Rev. Phil LaBelle

Easy to say, we may think. But how do we, individually Mike Miller
and collectively, really get to that place? Diane Root

Mark Weiler

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in
Consecration Sunday events!
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: .[ b , The New Outdoor Chapel

: - St. Mar kds Epi sc
Gulfport, Mississippi
3 Xk You may remember our fundraising
R St efforts to help the
i Gulfport, after their parish buildings

.
2RRND . . 7
OR) 0252 .
Y.

and grounds were completely de-

stroyed by Hurricane Katrina. These
photos were sent to us by Fr. Bo, rector
of St . Mar ko s, so t
new outdoor chapel that was built with
our donations. A closeaip of the

812010 F plague on the front of the altar is

shown below.

The inscription at right reads:

Altar In thanksgiving for the support
given us by St. Mar
and by the 0Spring [
Josh Quinones.

S UNDAY S CHOOL S CENE

| ]

"‘an kX) , PreK/K: Jennifer Kane & Cathy Staley
1st/2nd Grade: Sue Pearl & Monica Ellis
e o Third/Fourth Grades: Tessa Stephens & Andrea Fitzpatrick

Fifth/Sixth Grades: Kirstie Mason & Tanya Bottini

Many thanks to the following individuals  Youth Forum: Melissa LaBelle, Scott Richmond, & Peter Poulin
who volunteered to teach the first session As needed: Andrew Staley
of Sunday School at St . Mar kds!
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At left: A
few of our
trusted
VBS crew
leaders.

Nearly 30 children ages 4 10
enjoyed singing, dancing, crafts,
games, and Bible story skits with
Pal the Panda and his friends in
the bamboo forest during \
oPandaMania 6 t hi s yea =
Look for more photos on our

web site!

) ¥ 08 :\t \ )

Above: Ben played his guitar and led everyone in singing favorites like
ORi se and Shined6 and OHeds Got the Wh

Above: A proud camper shows off her
specially created PandaMania scrapbook.
Each day participants added a page to
their scrapbooks to remind them of that
dayds speci al message, 4
Loves You, 6 God Made
Gives Good Gifts. o

At right: This year 8s
again received a very special visit from B
Lumby the Clown, who shared her puppet
friends and told stories.
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Even the snacks were pandgéhemed. These treats were
created by Gabriela Dunn and her sons, Christian and Lucas.

At right: Sit-
ting in the
belly of the
big fish
(pictured at
left) just like
Jonah. VBS
volunteer Ann
Kinslow and
her helper
made Bible
stories come
to life all week
long.

Many thanks to all our 2011
VBS volunteers Gabriela
Dunn, Jackie Barnes, Abigai
Barnes, Christian Dunn, Ben
Fargiano, Marilyn Gilder-
sleeve, Jennifer Kane, Alex
Kinslow, Ann Kinslow,
Julianna Kinslow, Melissa
LaBelle, Phil LaBelle, Libby
McBride, Anne Miller, Emily
Miller, Kayla Murphy, Anna
Stephens, Tessa Stephens,
and Jody Tiedemann!

A few from the Koi Crew and their mascots!




